
OHR-I.STMA.S WITH R-OPER

The silr.er glecn caípet of Bogonu's hieh plain
lal shroudec] in mrst uslrered in br- tlre rain,
and the r.ielr-s of the l.allev in distant blue haze
to a ten metíe spread vithout the sun's tal.s,

United bv lrope that a gr_ricle polc ther-'d fincl,
ancl srlakec] to thc skin by tlre climbing's lrarcl rrrincl,
nr<l r\ipine Track rr,alkets sl<irt tlrc slreer ttlcl<l- ritn,
from beautl. to u-ilcl teffoí, at the mountain grlcl's rr-irim.

As ther- prar.ed fot respite from the stofm's 1ashing hail,
there loomed a clim outline of fence-post and rail;
miclst nvisted, lr.atped sno\\,€Llms rr.here horses once tetheíed,
gatlnt ftame of a building, fough lrilnrble ancl rr.eatl-reled.

For sixfi, yeafs past Ropers cattlenren's shelter,
now a Christmas dar- haven - home ftom the rain's peltet,
and a üin rr.hisp of rvood smoke, raced by the vrind's blosr,
upüfted their spirits, they'c1 find a fn,e's glovr

A creaking olcl cloor ancl a flicketing fire,
slrorrlecl a hancl-carr.ecl olcl table - tin pots joined br- s-ire,
C)n a batterecl o1d trunli v,earing moleskins torn,
snorecl a bearded old bushie, in riding boots lvotn.
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Strange gíey eyes flickered wide as he bid them good day,
said he knew they'd be coming, poured tea, puffed away,
he d üe face of the mountains, rough, weathered and lined,
and spoke in quaint phrases, old fashioned and rhymed.

Though with scatce food for two, and stafved, ''say the least'',
they shared it all out, as a Chdstmas day feast.
A two inch steamed pudding, and some dry packet meal,
hare stew from his billy, and contented they feel.

Told him tales of the city, above the wind's blustet,
he, intrigued and cufious, told them tales of the muster,
\Ü7et snovigum logs hissed, the storm raged on above,
they huddied for watmth, the stfangeí comfy enough.

Pale dawn showed a Fte ltt, door still wedged from inside,
but no sign of the bushie, and no-where to hide.
She poJished a brass plate, to see words in it cut,
"In memofy of Tom Roper, he built this hut.''
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