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The mustet rolied like surging flood 'neath mountains ash and gum,
as sxty hand picked heifers led the mob out to the run.
The kids ),elled at the breakaways, racing ponies through the scrub,
and cousins called the kelpies down on calves that puúed and shoved.

It's an old Australian custom six generations now have shated,
in the springtime, take the cattle out to the mountains up ahead.
The u,hole famt]v comes togethet as they come from near and far,
and the children learn bush skills and sleep in swags .neath shining stat.

\x4rite dust fose like a mist sprav that clothed and choked all neat,
and Lud the soutce of all the barking that was coming from the rear.
For grandma had followed them up the hr]l then went home to get some peace,
and left her son her three legged dog whose yelprng r.vould not cease.

It u,as the fitst time in his lifetime he hadn't mustered r.vith his dad,
but it r,asn't the responsibility it was that yapping dog that dtove him mad.
He chose the pace, he called the shots from his statlon at the back,
'rr,vas the othets who showed their stockhotse skills for he never ]eft üe ttack.

\Ürhen theY droPPed from the mountain's shoulder the path v/as naffow and steep,
it takes nerve to dril'e the cattle down ttacks thut wo.rid scatcely take a sheep.
But no-one stopped or falteted, the mountain horses held their way,
as the, sat and slipped a four legged süde they ftust them come what may.

But he stood alone above all them perched a@p 
^ 

rocky kn6|],
for there's a time vou get left behind when your mount is a Nissan patrol.
Yes, out hardy mountain cattleman who rode in Man Ftom Snow}. River,
had bucked one colt too many and got split up to his liver,

The, shated in his fíustfation, you'fe no use mustefing in a motot,
but they said that he went a step too far when he traded rn his Toyota.
still he knew the hills and knew the trai,ls and the cattle's cunning ways,
and he drove to the flat to block a ttack down which might come some stfays.
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And sure enough, he knev, his ctaft, dorrrn the track came half dozen,

but thev shou,ed as much fespect for Hs Nissan as his Tovota lol,ing cousin,

He tan to save 1ris nerv machine but süpped, to his shame and hotror,

those ner,v boots for the Nissan's cafpet v,oulc1 lrar,e to be cleaned b\r tomolfo§:.

He fe1l harcl on hrs back as his stockwhip crackecl and wrapped the leg of a cov,,

v,lro ran off rn slrock, clragrred 1rim over a rock and he furrowecl the f]at like a Plougl' !

Then angry J.elps filled tl-re air as he lar, in de spair ancl sarv 1Tis faithful smal1 terrict t}iend

drive them back rr-itlr a snafl anc] a bit at tl-reir heel as the cattle sl'ot back round the bend,

That three legged runt had sar.ed the dat- and he came to his mastef vritlr Pride,

but some pfetn, gitls came o\Ief the lrill and he threr,v lrrm in the trtrck to hic]e.

For a cattleman has to 1ook the patt, and said llrhen thev asked "'Ü/heíe'S va dogs?"

That hrs l{elpies \l.efe some§Ihete behind the truck, sniffing drop-beats out of logs.

Tl]e1. 69g'al anc] siglred as he told them ta11 tales, ctacking his stocls,-lrlP with ease,

and lre left the tíuck as lre showecl them the ttacks lr,here he'd just toPed anc1 ned a beast.

Tlren the dog c{rerv the btake and put pa\\rs on tl-re v,lreel, looking clrolI,

nc;w he's back on a lroLse, since a tlrree-legeed clog cltor.e off with l-iis Nissan Patrol.
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