
oN .SOLDIER-,S R-OAD

"It,s onlY an o1cl pilc of StOneS no\\-," he saicl,"the frr_rit trees are all that remain,

it,s rrlckr- l-rarcl gr<lurrcl, lllrt tlrerc's r<lrlm f<lr a clatn, anc] the po\\:er lines run cl<l\r'n the lane,"

"Tlris Solcliers Road sale iras sotle goocl bl<lcks iclr grabs, there's to\\rn \\-atef tci thc main f()acl,

You can even get onto the internet notr; ,co,s the telephone netrr-ork has gfolr"d."

So cl-en a htrmble bush block tocla1, civilisations lvcb bircls lrke elue,

I liftccl my cycs to the ihr great clir-iclc, rr,<lr-rlcl tlr<lse tnclutrtait-ts gct Plr-rggccl irr tcltl7

A Light switling bteeze thnnec1 tl-rc tanslecl gfcv gLrms, reci dust f1,om cattle feet fletl,

\\j]lit be the same br.isl-r rr-e rr-ake up to tomottou,, s-ith the raclio ne\\is in our bed?

I.r thc slrinrmeting hears' rr-lrite claze 1 rr-alkecl, rr-oke br- cfo\\'S crs'inq ncu-s vrguclr- i11,

tcl find at mr, tcct tlresc tu-o rockr. mtluncls, stclc br- siclc ()n thc brtlrl' ilf thc hil].

But too smail ancl forlotn for a couple thev seemecl, and I rr-onclered rvhat m\-Stcf\- their ,stofr,

and of the bush folk first to builc] on this bklck, 1rim returned with his soldier's grim stort-,

Slrc hclc1 cln filr letters that ceme, tlh stl late frrlm Gallipoli, Flanclers anc1 F-l:ance.

ptat1ns her sclr<lol lclr-c rr-tlulci come back a 1lall scltrcc sirtcen u,hcn l-re ttlok that b<llcl clrance,

Het1 !ec1 ten \eafs mote, marc}ing back into t<lrr-n rr-ith tlre pitiftrl feu- that lvefen't killecl,

B,j,t he d bought her back a gold rveclüng ring, and a solüers block on v,hrch thel-,cl builcl,

,,It's clnh, a pilc clf StOneS ncxl," i,lc saicl, "btlt it'il 1lc rllrr htit-t-lcstcacl right soon,

r.'e,11 plant r.our f-ttltt cuttincs brought in tit.,n thc t()\\,ll, rnd a garc'len lt'e'll have in S\\'ect biooln,"
,,,\ r.erandah v-r]l catch the Divide's cooling breeze, rritl' the lr-ild untamed tange fclt a r-ies-,

It,s not so much n1111., but forer-er a home, v,hen \-<lt-,L bear forth ouf o\Yn little trYo."
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