
THE BAR-coo R-E.Sc^e

Ciean night rr.ithout a u.hisk of rvinc] to flicker the firelight's flame
the squatter dozed from a dal-s harcl rvork and his rr-ite asked lr-as I to blarne.

"I lreard you tried teaching old Des to srr.im 'neatlr the gums bv the Barcoo pool,
and rr-ete },our effbrts met \\.ith a rr-ini' For he came back and srr-ore Like a foo1!"

"l bareh- surr.ivccl tlvscli" I srinnec], "Hc sank in tnl arms 1ilic a st()ne,

strtfacecl rrrlrite as e slrect afier strangLing me, horr,'s he take that bclat out alclne?"

"Last \-eaf these stals sl' one briglrt"' she said, "br,rt a breeze set thc embers irglou,

for the Barcoo l-rac] sured from its slumber deep and the strll \\-atefs started to f-lou,."

"For 1runc]reds of miles to the Nor:t} the rains 1rac1 pelted for dar-s on the piain,
arrd a mighq- big f]oocl r,vas headed dolvn here, to the green clrannel coulltfv again.

\\'e shiftecl clr-rr stclcli trl thc hieher grcluncl aklnc \-ith rlrcir lcccl anc1 <lr-tr gear,

ftlr u,e coulcl be rtaitin' six u,ceks ()f lr'lofc befilre r,<_iad tlr air-strip rlcrc clcat.

,\ll night §,atef íose s-ith muted íoaí, then s§ ept 'ctoss the plain like a tide,

an hout befote c]arr-n the radio called, from the rvoman on the othet sic]e.

"XI\- man's alr.al- clror-ing out \\'est," Slre cried , "}I), kids to the rooftop I'l.e borne,
but the u,atet is s-ashing the l-rtluse srLlmps a\\-a\; the place urill bc, gone bl- the c]a\t-n,"

"Then a saclclle slappec1 1-rard orr rlr-rr Clr,clesclale's back, ancl a snort as tlre uirtlr ptrllecl ticl-rt,

Des kcpt the o1d bot- for btllr, tea dcles, but hc'c] c1o mofe than tl-rzrt, tonight.
Tlre pair rn alked dor-l-n to the i-loodplain edge, tl'ick black §.ateís gatlrered them in,
mr- light shorvecl them su,im to the bank for boat, tied onto a red gum limb.

Tlrere lre left the olcl horse ancl lris boat burbled on, as great loes bore c]orr.n all around,
1Tc nr-isted ancl doc]secl ancl br-rmpec1 on thrrlugh, until tl-reir r.eranc]a he founcl.

The Ch,clie hclcl on fbr his ()\vllcfs fctr-lfn, as the \\,aters r()se c)\,cr tlrc bank,
till l'e s\\.am to keep up his place on the lead, 1re lr-oulcln't leave De s ti1l l-re sank."

"Then the generator üed and the liglrt's 1ast glate 1lt the boat, tiecl back to the ttee,

but midst the srr-irling suck of the §:atefs no sign of mv man did I see.

Álone in the clark, I rr.alked past the edge, strong curfent pulled lratd at mv 1eQs,

then a ln()nstef splasired up u.ith stt:eatning snout 't\\:as the lrtlrse, m,o kicls, nrum and Dcs."

Quietl,v she sat and sipped at 1Ter tea, rr,,l-rilc hcr tnan snoted a\\-av at her sicle,

thc firc flared up and I saw- that sl'e sl-rook, but clnc final question I plLed.

"So rrüat of the T\r and paper íepoíts, children saved br. a man r.r-ho can't sr,vim?"

"\\'e don't cali that nerrn,s, just helping a friend, and tomorro\\, tfl not to drou.n himl"
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