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Did 1.ou n-iiss them droving cattle c]tlrvn oul st()ck roLltcs long ancl rviclci

\\'herr c]ustt-nlan ancl bcast \\,eíe testccl bv a f'tc,tcc, clrl-crluLlltrr-sicle/

l)<l trlu u-ish r,<lr_r'cl secn thc (-lrtlcsclalcs hauling fr-rrrtxl-s'Cf()sS thc t-lxt?

()r: straining bullocks bellou- s,tl<ll in ft,ol.rl a flcioc]ecl <lr_rtback track?

\{t stancl a stil1 r,or_rng nation; ouf past is near \-et much s-e'r-e lost,

of the pioneering fami]res s-ho blazed the trail, ancl paic1 tl-re cost

ancl becatne a differcnt pcople, slrapecl br hard and ancicnt 1ranc1,

tnacle clrr{v touglr arrcl inclepenclent, to lol,e tl'is lr.ithcring lat'cl.

\\'e l1ave tamed the migiltv clistancc, no\\, the hiehryay n()t the tlrck,

ouf helicopteís mustef cattle out acfoss tl-re far outback,

\\c lrave clearec1 the 1anc] and lencecl it, and old, lrarc] dar-s are out,

bl.rt rve har-en't tamed the mountains, anc1 \\-e sti1l neec] tlrem in the drought,

Ibr tl-rcrc's r,,nc lirlk trl tl-re tlrcll-ing clar s still lrr-irlg on tl-rc 1,1rllqc,

rylricl-r ilrttclt-tlltrjtltt clrl't replrcc, ()r cc()11()trlics grrlrr- lncl chatlgc,

\\'hcre thc cattlc stili lrc t]rir-cn, slorr h, stringtrlq Lli] the tiack,

anc1 the stockhot,sc anc1 thc c.lttle clog's l-tttstr-ils t-lare at the stock v-hiP's Cfacli.

Where ttacks caíl.ec1 br- genelations guide a traclition unchanged,

fof rve sdll hal e tnotrntait,l cxlt]enen, s-ho ride upon the ninge,

Stil1 thev fiustef tlrrougl-r thc, elttLlt,tlt-t, tailing stía\:s until tl.cr- clr<lp,

fcir thc eaíh, S1l()\\.S ceusc har-t)c ii the stock arc Cirught "r_rp tt>p",

Of the leases in their hunclr-ccls, scarcel1- frit1- 1l()\\r afc leit,

the Caledorrra t]res clclsed three, anc1 the greenies want the rest.

i\ lrundtec] and fifty catde, a f]l e lrunc]recl acre lease,

it isn't economic, anc1 it ain't a Life of ease.

i]ut if- \t)u,fe 1ost in ()Ltr mountilins, iincl a nlllstcrillg l_iut trl hicle,

lvhen <lnlt, bushman's skills carl titrcl l-t;r_r, pra\, ()nce m()rc th(] cxttlcmcn ridc.

Then spare a thouglrt for a ryav of life rr,ith its future scl uncleat,

and pfa\- tl-rat lrre c]on't lose for good, our last pioneers.


